Sir,

Measles is an acute infectious disease caused by Morbillivirus, which commonly affects the children.\[[@ref1]\] It is clinically characterized by fever and catarrhal symptoms of the upper respiratory tract, followed by a typical maculo-papular rash.\[[@ref1]\] The disease is highly contagious and is generally transmitted by droplet infection and droplet nuclei.\[[@ref1][@ref2]\] In general, most of the cases recover from the disease within 2 to 3 weeks, nevertheless, serious complications (such as blindness, encephalitis, ear infection, pneumonia, etc.) have been reported in malnourished children.\[[@ref2]\] In the year 2013, worldwide almost 145,700 deaths have been attributed to measles, which nearly accounted for 16 deaths every hour.\[[@ref3]\] The only way to prevent the disease is by immunizing the children with a cost-effective measles vaccine (as almost 75% reduction in the number of deaths has been observed between the year 2000 and 2013 globally).\[[@ref2][@ref3]\]

The American region has been declared as measles-free owing to the maintenance of high levels of immunization coverage.\[[@ref4]\] In fact, measles has been eliminated from the Americas since 2002, mainly because of the absence of endemic transmission.\[[@ref4]\] However, on January 5, 2015, a suspected measles case was reported in an 11-year-old unvaccinated child. Subsequently, by January 7, around seven cases of measles were diagnosed.\[[@ref5]\] In response, the California Department of Public Health issued a notification to other states regarding the recent measles outbreak.\[[@ref5]\] This measles transmission is on-going, and till the recent report available, almost 147 measles cases have been reported in the United States (total 121 cases, with California accounting for 88 cases alone), Brazil, Canada, and Mexico.\[[@ref6]\] Most of the cases which have been reported in California and other parts of the United States (*n* = 103), gave a positive history to visit a Disney theme park in California (the probable source for acquiring the infection).\[[@ref4][@ref5][@ref6]\]

Since, the declaration of America as measles-free, around 5077 imported measles cases have been reported (2003--2014), nevertheless, almost none resulted in a significant outbreak.\[[@ref4]\] However, the current outbreak has exposed the presence of gaps in immunization services that have not only allowed measles, but even other vaccine-preventable diseases to increase in a number in the region.\[[@ref4][@ref7]\] Findings of epidemiological studies have identified multiple factors such as parental attitudes toward immunization, education status of parents, mothers' involvement in deciding about immunization, nearby government facility, lack of awareness (like wrong idea that parents have to pay for immunization), absence of concerted efforts from the health professionals, etc., which eventually result in low immunization coverage in heterogeneous settings.\[[@ref8][@ref9]\]

As definitive evidence is available to suggest the relationship between the occurrence of a measles outbreak, and human mobility (viz., travel of an infected person to a region filled with susceptible individuals), it is high time to strengthen the surveillance activities and implement timely and appropriate measures to protect the residents.\[[@ref7][@ref10][@ref11]\] In fact, the Pan American Health Organization and World Health Organization has recommended that two doses of measles-containing vaccine should be given to children before they attain 5 years of age, so that the spread of imported cases can be prevented in future.\[[@ref4]\] In addition, in view of the recent outbreaks other measures have also been proposed such as maintaining high levels of measles vaccination coverage at all levels; advising travelers over the age of 6 months to be fully vaccinated against measles and rubella at least 2 weeks before departure; informing travelers about symptoms of the disease and what to do if they suspect the disease (during or after the travel); sensitizing all health professionals to notify any suspected cases; and organizing contact tracing activities to trace the possible source of infection, if confirmed measles case has been diagnosed.\[[@ref4][@ref5][@ref6]\] Finally, it is the responsibility of the public health authorities to disseminate the above-mentioned recommendations by organizing public awareness campaigns and involving travel/tourism agencies.\[[@ref4][@ref7]\]

In conclusion, the recent outbreak of measles in America, has reiterated the importance of sustaining a high level of immunization coverage for vaccine-preventable disease, and for maintaining optimum health standards among the international travelers.
